
EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT Intake and Assessment

Triage 
Nurse

Assess patient’s chief 
complaint and perform 
a NIDA Quick Screen. 

Assess substance 
use using AUDIT 
and/or DAST-10

Examine patient, evaluate 
for medical emergencies, 

and decide if hospital 
admission required.

Social 
Worker

Assess withdrawal with COWS and complete a UDS.

Use motivational interviewing to assess the patients’ goals related 
to substance use and readiness to change.  

If patient is interested, begin buprenorphine initiation following 
the CA Bridge Hospital Quick Start.

NurseMAR 
Provider

non-acute complication, positive screen acute complication linked to substance use

if high DAST-10 if not admitted

NurseMAR 
Provider

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YGAIAwFOEPNobH8tus1dJ46EMbQqIRS9/view?usp=sharing
http://contentmanager.med.uvm.edu/docs/default-source/ahec-documents/nida_quick_screen_v1.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aKOLrNvzfJWy-3pdc2mvLQJmf_hxJfcH/view?usp=sharing
https://gwep.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/DAST-10-drug-abuse-screening-test.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I0CHucjy_DZnzNPGF4B6x2A5xIvEBV3-/view
https://www.drugabuse.gov/sites/default/files/MIA-STEP_Factsheet.pdf
https://bridgetotreatment.org/resource/buprenorphine-bup-hospital-quick-start/

